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A newly purchased home, scuffed or damaged walls, an 
outdated look, or prepping for your home’s sale can inspire 
homeowners to have the house painted. Long before you 
hire a contractor, you should assume the role of Hector the 
Inspector and examine your siding, trim, ceilings, and walls 
in detail. Here are some things you should look closely at in 
exterior and interior surfaces:

Exterior Review
Investigating a leak or checking a contractor’s estimate to 
re-roof your home can be a lot easier if you know roofing 
language. Here are a few commonly used terms and their 
descriptions to help you get started:

1. Soffits, window frames, and door frames: If the soffits 
under your eaves are open, they probably contain debris 
and spider webs which can hide problems like mildew, 
hives, or pest invasion. Window frames can be loose 
or leaking. Doors may not fit snugly in their frames 
and can need hinges or re-hanging. Thresholds can be 
worn, loose, and need oil or paint. Look for tiny piles 
of termite droppings around the foundation base or on 

window sills; watch for carpenter ants on walls. Scattered tiny 
or rice-size droppings or messy nests in plants or storage 
areas are signs of mice or pack rats. You may prefer to have 
a professional inspection done. Create a written list of any 
needed repairs, remediation, or replacements as well as 
closing in open soffits with closed, vented soffits.

2. Siding: Inspect for cracks, mold, dents, and voids, and mark 
each item on a labeled rough drawing. If you have vinyl or 
pre-painted metal or fiber cement siding, you may need little 
more than a simple washing down with a hose, although 
fiber-cement can be painted. Wood siding can have mold 
or dry rot, cracks, broken edges, or be sagging from years 
of expansion and contracting. Repairing such problems 
provides protection from the elements, and needs to be 
done prior to painting.

3. Overgrown plants: Will overgrown plants make it difficult 
for the painter to access your home’s exterior? Mark them on 
your drawing, listing any damage to siding or roofing created 
by thorns or branches scraping the house.
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Interior Review
Devote a page to each room, and label the pages “Jared’s 
room,” “Office,” “Laundry,” etc. Start clockwise by the room’s 
door and number the walls, using the same system in each 
room.

1. Drywall or plaster: Look closely at all walls and behind 
furniture, listing any damage too big for a painter to 
repair. Circle such damage with a wide, flat contractor’s 
pencil. Look for leaks from the ceiling, often indicated 
by bubbling or stained drywall. Decide if wallpaper, 
wainscoting, chair rails, or built-in shelves, and lighting 
fixtures will be kept or removed, and make a master list 
of do-it-yourself (DIY) repairs versus hired help. In the 
kitchen, note backsplash areas that may be getting new 
tile and won’t need painting.

2. Windows and doors: Look for interior signs of termites, 
carpenter ants, dry rot or leaks around door and window 
frames. Open and close windows to determine if interior 
mechanisms should be replaced before repainting. Check 
for stripped door hinge screws, or doors that drag on the 
floor.

3. Kitchens: Assume that walls are coated with a biological 
community comprising grease, food particles, and the 
dust they attract. Make a note to wash the walls well in 
advance of the painter’s crew for best adhesion of the 
new paint. If cabinets will be painted, allow time to wash 
them too.

Don’t get exhausted just by reading the above inspections. 
But do jot down how long it will take to accomplish each “to 
do” list item. Some rooms, siding, foundation plants, windows, 
and trim may need little or nothing to get them ready. Hire a 
contractor or set aside a weekend or two to prepare for the 
next phase of your painting job. Things tend to take longer 
than expected, so get work done a month before the crew’s 
arrival. You’ll be very busy emptying bookshelves and closets 
as the start date looms closer. Tackle the worst job first and 
the rest should be smooth sailing.


